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NAILSEA ACTION GROUP 2019 AGM 

Location: Nailsea United Reformed Church, Stockway North, Nailsea, BS48 1AQ 

Date: 7th February 2019 

Time: 20:00 

Antony Evans (Vice Chairman) welcomed those present (over 40 people attended).  
He explained that he would be chairing the meeting because our chairman and 
secretary were absent due to a family emergency.  As a result, AGM material would 
not be projected onto a screen this year. 

Agenda Items 

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from: 

Matt and Tracey Thomas (Chairman and Secretary) 
 

2. Minutes of 2018 AGM 
Accuracy – under agenda item 2, add “nearly” before “all of the trees on the 
Uplands”. 
 
With this amendment the minutes were accepted, having been proposed by Rob 
Turvey and seconded by Mary Lloyd. 
 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

3. Reports on 2018 Activities 
Printed copies of the reports were distributed for open discussion. 

 
a. Chair’s Report 

This was summarised by the Meeting Chair 
 
b. Area Reports 

Engine Lane: James Tonkin reported that the Town Council believe that 
building will not start until 2021 as Barratt’s have only just appointed a 
contractor. 

Some activity has recently been observed on the site. On two occasions 
small groups of workers in high visibility jackets were seen, one taking 
soundings with a pole and anther walking the area. Subsequently small red 
and white marker posts were visible along the presumed proposed route of 
the electicity supply to be undergrounded from the nearby pylons. A large 
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yellow and clearly labelled Electricity helicopter has reconnoitred the area 
twice or three times this year already.  

Youngwood Lane: MacTaggart and Mickel Homes have lodged and appeal on 
the basis that no decision was made by the decision date and the appeal is 
scheduled to be held in September 2019. 

Causeway View: Developers have expressed the intention to submit 
applications to build 600 homes between Clevedon Road and Bristol Road 
and 195 homes behind Causeway View between the football ground and 
Watery Lane. 

Trendlewood: The planning application for the site at Trendlewood way has 
been delayed because the deeds of the development site are interlinked 
with the deeds of local residences.  This issue has recently been taken to 
court and the judgement is awaited. 

c. Joint Spatial Plan (JSP) 
We responded to the consultation on the Council’s technical reports that 
took place at the turn of the year. 
 
It is anticipated that the Examination in Public (EiP) will take place in May.  
NAG intends to submit evidence to the EiP and hopes to be invited to 
participate in its round table discussions. 

 
d. Local Plan 

We also responded to the further consultation on North Somerset’s Core 
Strategy also took place at the turn of the year.  Further consultation on the 
Core Strategy will follow ministerial approval of the JSP, for which the 
timetable is not known. 

 
e. Treasurer’s Report 

No fundraising has been undertaken during 2018. 
The Group’s bank balance stands at £190.00, however members of the group 
have made contributions through funding the website, venue hire for 
meetings etc. 

 
4. Election of Officers 

Chair – Matt Thomas is willing to continue as chair.  He was proposed by James 
Tonkin and seconded by Angela Love 

 
Vice Chair – Antony Evans vacated the chair while David Gray handled the 
election of Vice Chair and invited nominations for the post.   As no nominations 
were forthcoming and Antony Evans was willing to continue in post, he was 
declared Vice Chair. 
 
Secretary – Tracey Thomas is willing to continue as secretary.  She was 
proposed by Diane Lee and seconded by James Tonkin. 
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Treasurer – Antony Evans proposed that Adam Kelly continue as Treasurer. This 
was seconded by David Gray. 
 
Other Committee Members - The Meeting Chair reminded those present that it 
was open to anyone to come to our committee meetings to see us in action or 
to join the committee.  He invited those present to speak to him about this 
after the meeting.  At present the committee comprises the Officers together 
with Helen Stokoe, Reis Braganza and David Gray. 

 
5. Looking Ahead to 2019 

The meeting agenda included several suggestions for discussion about the way 
ahead. 
 
It was explained that our AGM was being held away from the Engine Lane area 
for the first time because we want to engage more widely in Nailsea issues.  A 
show of hands was taken to find out how many attendees came from the 
various parts of Nailsea. Most of the assembled company came from the vicinity 
of Engine Lane, but there were 3 from The Perrings area, 3 from Trendlewood, 
2 from Causeway View, 2 from The Chimes and 2 from Southfield Road. 
The following matters emerged: 
 

• We need to do more with like-minded organisations in Backwell as there 
are a number of matters of common interest, some of which arise from 
the JSP.  Liaison with the Backwell Residents’ Association (BRA) was 
discussed.  It was said that some Backwell residents do so much on BRA’s 
behalf that it’s like having a full-time job. 
 

• There is an increasing number of older people in Nailsea whose natural 
tendency is to maintain the status quo, which resists development.  This 
forms a vicious circle that perpetuates the aging population that resists 
development with the result that the shortage of homes for younger 
people does not improve.  
 

• To dispel the perception that N.A.G is for NIMBYs, we should articulate 
the positive matters that we stand for.  We should accept that residential 
development is going to happen and say what form it should take.  At 
present, the housing stock here is so expensive that only established 
households can afford to move to town which prevents younger people 
from coming here.  It was felt that we should promote homes for 
younger people and first-time buyers to restore some balance in the age 
profile of the town.  
 

• We should raise N.A.G.’s profile, particularly amongst younger residents 
as we are primarily campaigning for their future, as the rest of us won’t 
be around that long.  However, it was felt that younger people are 
increasingly using social media and, as a result, probably wouldn’t 
interact easily with N.A.G if we continue to only use meetings to engage 
with our older supporters.  We would need to continue holding meetings 
as most of our supporters are older and don’t use social media.  
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• It was pointed out that as Nailsea’s older residents move into the 
retirement homes being built in town, the homes that they vacate are 
released for families. 
 

• James Tonkin welcomed N.A.G.’s contribution to Nailsea affairs and felt 
that it was the Town Council’s role to lead and N.A.G.’s to scrutinise.   
 

• NAG could explore the degree to which senior school students might 
participate in discussions/projects for Nailsea’s – and possibly their – 
future. 

 

• NAG’s profile should be raised more specifically to include all areas of 
Nailsea. 

 

• NAG should be able to point people to particular issues. 
 

6. A.O.B. 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9:13. 


