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A Message from the Head 
Another year is almost done and a great deal has been achieved again at Nailsea School. Over the coming weeks we 
will start to think about how we can continue to develop the school so that every learner is supported and encouraged 
to aspire, believe and succeed. As we approach the end of term it is a good time to inform you of the staff who will be 
leaving us for new opportunities over the summer. This year we say goodbye to Mr Richards, who has served this 
school and community so brilliantly for 37 years; Mr Copleston who most recently has been a terrific addition to the 
Senior Leadership Team is moving on to another school; Mr Clayton-Jones, another great asset to the Leadership of 
the school is moving on to become Assistant Headteacher at a school in Wales; Mrs Alexander (Geography), Mr Briggs (Maths), Mr 
Cahill (Technology), Ms Davies (English), Mr Farrell (RE), Mr Griffin (Science), Ms Holton (Technology), Miss John (Art), Miss Malkin 
(MFL), Mrs Winter (Drama). 

We are also saying goodbye for now, and good luck to a number of staff expecting babies: Mrs Gardiner (Head of Dragon House), Mrs 
Cooper (English), Mrs Parker (English). I am sure I can speak for us all when I wish them and their families the best of luck for the future 
arrivals! 

The new school year starts for students on Monday 5 September, with the new school day start time being put back to 8.40am. A letter 
will be sent to confirm this later in the term. 

Have a great summer, I look forward to seeing all of the year 11s and 13s on their results days. 

Mr Richards—Taught and Encouraged Generations at Nailsea School 
After much consideration I have decided to retire from my position of Deputy Headteacher, after almost 38 years of service at Nailsea 
School. I will therefore not be returning to school in September. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Nailsea School, especially working 
with the wonderful people who make up this very special school and community.  

Over the years that I have been a teacher in the school I have been fortunate to get to know, encourage and support generations of 
students often from the same family. I cannot begin to count the number of students whom I have met for the first time who have said ‘do 
you remember my sister or brother’ or ‘you taught my mum and/or dad’. The latter comment is usually followed by ‘what were they like in 
school?’  My stock response has always been to nod sagely and simply say ‘I remember them well!’ 

It will be fond memories that I will take with me into retirement. Year 7 tutor group summer camps under canvas. The joint Biology/
Geography Forest of Dean residential trips or the eight annual French trips to Brittany. I learnt to ski (badly) with the school in Val d'Isere.  

Art exhibitions showcasing the amazing imagination and creativity of our students Music performances or school productions in which the 
sheer pleasure of the audience was expressed in rapturous applause. Sporting success both at individual, county or District level and the 
summer term sports day with so many students involved in competing for their house and tutor group. GCSE and A level results days and 
then Presentation evenings, when individual contribution to school life, success even in the face of hardship or excellent achievement was 
celebrated. I have been very proud to work with some outstanding members of staff to achieve the very best for our students and families. 
I wish the students, staff, parents, governors and the wider community all the best for the future.  

Mr Richards. 



What a Walk! 

 A large group of year 10 and 11s 

went on a D of E walk on Sunday 

12th June 2016 through the 

Cheddar area. It was quite an 

eventful walk with many twists 

and turns – quite literally. We 

started at a cadet training camp 

and ended up at the Rodney 

Stoke Inn, a pub we were sure 

didn’t exist based on the number 

of people we had to ask to find 

it. We walked through many long country lanes and many fields full of huge cattle which certainly kept us on our toes! One of our 

groups ended up scaling an unnecessary hill and then had to go all the way back down just to go all the way back up another hill; only 

then did they realise they couldn’t navigate a map very well! Meanwhile another one of the groups just managed to get out alive after 

walking in-between several calves and their weary mothers and then rolling down steep hills to escape. Combined with the constant 

trips and slips and the ever changing weather, it was certainly an eventful trip. Despite all this, we all survived, had a great time and we 

look forward to doing it all again soon.  

By Kate Geaney & Emma Hardwell 
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Mr Clayton-Jones  - ‘Thank you’ and 
‘Goodbye’ 
I'm leaving Nailsea School to take up a post as 
Assistant Headteacher at Bassaleg School, 
Newport. I've been at Nailsea School since 
2000 and have had 16 fantastic years. I have 
taught English, Media and Drama and have 
enjoyed every single day I have worked here. I 
have never once not wanted to come to work. 
That is down to the fantastic people, students 
and staff who all make Nailsea School such a 

special place. I am excited about my new job but I know that I 
owe a huge amount to Nailsea and I will never forget what the 
school has done for me. I wish everyone all the very best in the 
future, I'll stay in touch. Thank you. 

Mr Clayton-Jones. 

 

Mr Copleston - ‘Follow Your Dreams’ 

A farewell message to my students and 

colleagues. Thank you for the memories, I will 

truly miss working with you especially those of 

you that I have been able to help during 

difficult times. I am really sad to be leaving, 

Nailsea School has had a huge impact on my 

career. I want you to be successful and happy 

in the future and I’m sorry I won’t be a part of 

it.  

Follow your dreams and your heart and you won’t go far wrong, 

look after yourselves and each other. 

Mr Copleston 
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House Challenge 

The last Friday 

lunchtime House 

Challenge of the year 

saw the newly elected 

Head Boys and Girls 

and their deputies 

racing to pick up and 

transfer house 

coloured Smarties with a straw.  Dragon House were the victors 

led by Ben Watts and Lizzie Geaney. 

The current state of play with the House Championship is very 

close with lots of House Points still to be won in Term 6 including 

on Sports Day on July 8th.  The leader board will be kept under 

wraps until the 21st July, when the winning House will be 

announced in the whole school assembly . 

Summer Concert  

This year’s Summer Concert will be held on Tuesday 5th July 

at 7pm. For further details please contact Mrs Perkins -

LPerkins@nailseaschool.com  

Salters Festival of Chemistry 

On Friday 13th May, four Year 8 Students: Lili Cook, Aimee 
Whitlow, William Penney and Benjamin Clasper, all took part in 
the Salters Festival of Chemistry at the University of Bristol.  All 
four students had to undertake a series of chemical tests during 
lunchtime trial sessions in the super-labs in order to be selected 
to attend the festival.  Our 
select team had to compete 
in two challenges during the 
festival: The Salters Chemistry 
Challenge and the 
Universities own challenge 
which was very challenging 
and even included some A-
Level Laboratory work! The 
students coped amazingly 
well with these challenges 
and confidently tackled them, 
taking the new surroundings 
and tasks in their 
stride.  After the Challenges 
the students were treated to 
a lecture demonstration from 
Tim Harrison who wowed the 
students with colourful 
chemistry experiments, one 
with an explosion so large it 
shattered a light fitting in the 
lecture theatre!  We finished 
as fourth place runners up in 
all competitions out of twelve 
schools and so although we 
didn’t win the students 
should be proud of their 
excellent efforts.  All four had 
a great day, Lili Cook said ‘It was a really good experience, the fact 
that we were able to use more dangerous chemicals than at 
school was really fun!’ 

The Chemistry competition runs each Year for selected students 
in Years 8 and 9, so hopefully we can return next year and win! 

Young Carers Event 

Nailsea School has recently set up a Lunch Group for pupils who 
are Young Carers. This group will be continuing to run next year.  

The sessions are led by Dawn Hancock who works for Carers Trust 
and provide students with an opportunity to relax, chat about 
their own experiences with other Young Carers or just play games 
and eat cake!  

The next Lunch Group will be on Wednesday 6th July at 1pm in the 
Conference Room. If you think this might be of interest, please do 
get in touch with Mr Copleston. 

 

Young Carers Lunch Club 

Wednesday 6th July 2016 @ 1pm  

The Conference Room 

Dragon Head Boy and Girl  Students taking part encouraged by Phoenix Head of House Mr Graff.  
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Imagining A World Without Words 

Able and Talented students were challenged by the English 

Department with some extra lessons earlier this term.  Students 

were selected to make an entry into the BIC writing competition 

and produce a handwritten 500 word piece addressing the idea 

“What would waking up in a world without words be like”.  Ms 

Creswick led workshops for Years 7 and 10 to develop their 

creative writing skills by imagining what would happen to exam 

papers, birthday cards or magazines if words disappeared.   

There were 

some really 

imaginative 

ideas around 

the topic and it 

was great to 

see the groups 

working 

together and 

becoming very 

animated about 

their ideas. 

Some decided 

that words cost 

money and so 

could only be 

accessed by the 

richest in 

society. Others 

considered an 

Orwellian world 

where words had been restricted to control the population. Many 

took a Sci-Fi approach, writing about aliens stealing words from 

Mankind. There were some great ideas relating to why words had 

disappeared, some believed that in a world of online trolling, 

words had been taken away as society had misused them. 

There will be a further creative writing workshop and invitations 

will be sent out via Parent Pay. 

As a prompt, the group read an extract from Chapter 5 of Orwell’s 

‘Nineteen Eighty Four’ where Syme describes the destruction of 

words by 

The Party. 

This is part 

of the 

extract:  

"It's a 

beautiful 

thing, the 

Destruction 

of words. 

Of course 

the great 

wastage is 

in the verbs 

and 

adjectives, 

but there 

are 

hundreds 

of nouns 

that can be 

got rid of as well. It isn't only the synonyms; there are also the 

antonyms. After all, what justification is there for a word, which is 

simply the opposite of some other word? A word contains its 

opposite in itself. Take ‘good,’ for instance. If you have a word 

like ‘good,’ what need is there for a word like ‘bad’? ‘Ungood’ will 

do just as well – better, because it's an exact opposite, which the 

other is not. Or again, if you want a stronger version of ‘good,’ 

what sense is there in having a whole string of vague useless 

words like ‘excellent’ and ‘splendid’ and all the rest of them? 

‘Plusgood’ covers the meaning or ‘doubleplusgood’ if you want 

something stronger still. Of course we use those forms already, 

but in the final version of Newspeak there'll be nothing else. In 

the end the whole notion of goodness and badness will be 

covered by only six words – in reality, only one word. Don't you 

see the beauty of that, Winston? It was B.B.'s idea originally, of 

course," he added as an afterthought. (1.5.23, Syme) 

 

Miss Creswick 
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Golden Ticket  
Sponsored by School 
Togs 
At the beginning of the 2015-
16 school year new ties were introduced at Nailsea School. Year 
11 students were invited to purchase the new tie along with the 
rest of the school’s cohort however the new ties were not 
compulsory for Year 11 students.  

The year 11 students that bought one of the new ties from School 
Togs in Nailsea were entered into a prize draw to win a ‘Golden 
Ticket’ to this years prom. The winners were Sam Schaefer 
Daisy Eager, Gemma Stevenson and Rebecca Pugh. 
Thank you to School Togs. 

Nailsea School Ball. 

Admit 1 

Courtesy of School Togs 

FAMILY NIGHT OUT 
With David Francis and Fougere Rouge 

8th OCTOBER 2016 
Bar Opens at 6pm 

Dancing from 6.30pm– 9pm 

Soft Drinks | Snacks | Raffle 

Tickets Adults £5 Under 18’s £4 

For sale at the summer concert to raise funds 

for the Music Department’s Tour to Paris 
 

Wanted: Good Quality 2nd Hand School 

Uniform Especially PE Kit. 
School trousers too short? School shirt 

buttons straining? Jumper no longer fits? 

No younger children but the clothes are 

too good to just throw away?  

This is your chance to recycle it and help raise money for the 

school. 

The PTA are collecting good quality current 2nd hand uniform for 

sale at the school sports day. 

We are happy to take any of the current uniform, especially PE 

kit, which is clean and in good condition.   

Please leave the uniform in a bag and clearly labelled (2nd hand 

uniform for PTA) at School Reception for collection by the PTA or 

hand directly to a PTA member. 

Win £100 Cash!  
The PTA is a small group of parents who volunteer their time to 

organise events to support the school, bring parents together and 

to raise money to help support projects that enhance the 

students’ education. Previously our 

donations have included new music stands 

for the orchestra, prizes for foreign 

language projects, money towards a 

thermal imaging camera for use in 

Science, and more tables for the Atrium 

(requested by the school council). 

We are holding a Summer Fun Prize Draw 

to help with our fundraising this term. 

There are some fabulous prizes on offer – 

the 1st Prize is £100 Cash and other prizes include a hamper of 

BBQ goodies, vouchers for Gilly’s on the Hill and Friendship 

Reflexology. There are tickets to Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm, Odeon 

Cinema, Hollywood Bowl, Disc Golf and Puzzlair Escape game. 

So please help us by buying some tickets – they cost just £1 each. 

Perhaps you could even sell a few to family and friends? – books 

of 5 tickets can be taken and returned with the money and stubs. 

Tickets are available from School Reception, The Link or PTA 

members.  The draw will take place on Monday 18th July. 

 Escape Game  

 Bowling 

 Cinema Tickets  

 Disc Golf  

 Reflexology  

 Noah’s Ark  
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Year 11 Last Day  
in pictures 
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Sixth Form Leaver’s Day  
in pictures 
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We Will Rock You! 

Nailsea School will be 

performing ‘We Will Rock You’ 

in September rather than the 

previously advertised July.  

The dates are set for 28th, 29th 

and 30th September. Rehearsals are underway and tickets will be 

available to buy from the school’s reception desk in July. 

If you are interested in being involved behind-the-

scenes, on the night or prior to the event then 

please email Ms Hitchings at  

MHitchings@nailseaschool.com 

6th Form Taster Day 

The whole of Year 10 began 

investigating life after GCSEs 

with a 6th Form taster day.  

Students opted for A Level 

lessons in a range of subjects 

including Business Studies, 

Maths, Media and Geography 

and spent the day in 6th Form 

finding out more about the 

subjects that are on offer at 

this level.    

As well as attending lessons 

students enjoyed the use of 

the 6th Form social spaces at 

break and lunchtime and 

during Period 5 students 

received a presentation from 

Bristol University student 

ambassadors. 

Students were very 

enthusiastic about the day and 

keen to find out what they can expect from 6th Form.  A similar set 

of sessions are planned for Term 2 next year where students will 

be able to trial different lesson choices in advance of confirming 

their options at the end of the year. 

Skate Park Supporters Day 

At the end of Term 5 the Student 

Council helped organise a fundraising 

day to support the Nailsea Skatepark 

Project.  Students brought in skate 

themed cakes for the cake sale.  There 

were a number of creative ideas that 

were rewarded with house points but 

the winning design was awarded to 

Shaza Lee in Year 7.  Special mention to 

Jack Reeves, Jasmine Ralfs and Emma 

Harvey.    

Students and teachers also took part in 

a competition at the front of school.  

Neil Wylie from the Skatepark Project brought in a Half Pipe ramp 

for all to show off their skills.  A really 

impressive display from students 

culminated in Tom Cowan from Year 8 

being awarded the winner’s trophy.   It 

was fantastic to see how well the more 

accomplished students encouraged and 

advised their less experienced 

classmates.  A number of brave staff 

also demonstrated their skills at 

lunchtime much to the surprise and 

respect of students.  Mr Griffin was 

awarded the best teacher trophy. 

A really enjoyable day for students to 

get involved and raise money to benefit the local community.  In 

the end £663 was raised. 

Mr Griffin 

Students (Charlie in the front)  

Winning Cake by Shaza Lee 

Horse Riding  Opportunity 

Any student interested in competing and 

representing the school in any form of 

horse riding please contact Mr Graff. 

Exciting opportunity for Nailsea School in 

conjunction with North Somerset Schools 

Equestrian Club to compete in events 

starting September. 
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Are You a Masterchef? 

Calling all potential Masterchefs! In September Nailsea School is 
launching its Young Chef competition – a national competition 
held by the Rotary Club to discover young talent and the chefs of 
the future. 

The first heat will be held at Nailsea School and is open to all 
students in Year 8, 9 and 10. You will have to create a two course 
meal and serve it to the judges. The winner will go on to the 
regional heats and if successful, on to the national final where 
there are generous prizes to be won as well as the prestige of 
being voted ‘Young Chef of the Year’!  

The competition is sponsored by Fillipo Berio, makers of fine olive 
oil and last year’s prizes included a trip to their olive groves in 
Tuscany. 

Look out for the posters around school in September….. and in 
the meantime, start planning your menu! 

Mrs Hounsell 

Induction Workshops & BBQ 
Year 6 students that will be making their way up to Nailsea School 

in September were invited to a series of workshops  held at the 

school. The extra curricular activities taster event included  

trampolining, archery, science and pizza making. 

The event was a good chance for students to experience the kind 

of activities that are on offer at Nailsea School and gave the pupils 

a feel for the school itself.    

Following these activities Nailsea School PTA ran a ’Welcome 

Barbeque’. The Barbeque was a great opportunity to mingle with 

other students, parents and to meet key members of Nailsea 

School staff in a relaxed setting. 

 

Holy Trinity Luncheon Club Concert for 
Seniors 
The music students of Nailsea School held their annual concert at 
Holy Trinity Church for the luncheon club. The seniors thoroughly 
enjoyed the wide variety of music performed by Nailsea School 
pupils.  

The barbershop started the programme with Viva la Vida by 
Coldplay. There was a wonderful sense of calm as Neave Lander, 
Rosina Dawe and Jess Atkinson  sang Make Me a Channel of your 
Peace.   

Pie Jesu was 
beautifully 
performed by 
the Orchestra 
with Abby 
Capern as the 
soloist. The choir 
sang songs from 
Annie with 
confidence.  

The Orchestra 
excelled and the 
singers sang with 
joy and enthusiasm. The 
Horn Quintet performed 
beautifully and will be 
playing in our 
forthcoming concert.    

Although it’s a lot of 
work preparing for this 
event it’s worth every 
minute when you see the audience enjoying the performances so 
much. We were overwhelmed with their thanks and kind 
comments. 

If you would like to hear some of these musicians perform please 
come along to our Summer concert on Tuesday 5th July at 7pm in 
the Auditorium. Email LPerkins@nailseaschool.com for details. 
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Nailsea Football Teams on the Up! 

Students from Year 9 and 

Year 10  wrapped up a 

spectacular end to the 

football season with two 

teams securing impressive 

trophy wins.   

Nailsea United Under 14s 

beat impressive opposition 

to become Somerset FA 

County Cup Winners.    

Nailsea Athletic Under 15s 

emulated Leicester City in 

an unprecedented rise to 

the top of the top division 

in one season to become 

Division 1 champions.   

It is fantastic to see so many 

Nailsea School students 

applying the aspire, believe, succeed motto to their sporting 

achievements - congratulations. 

Molly - Youngest 
Bushido Black Belt  

Year 9 student Molly Chidzey, 
achieved a first at Shidokai Judo 
Club when she was the youngest 
person in the Bushido association 
to be awarded her black belt in the 
country. 

Molly’s grading was held over the 
course of two days, which saw her 
fight every black belt within the 
club and complete her technical 
throws while blindfolded. 

Molly is the reigning national 
under-16 champion and is the 
current BJA South Weston 
champion. 

Molly trains with the Shidokai club which is open to everyone and 
always welcomes new members.  

Amazing work— congratulations Molly! 

Iron Kids 2016 
Congratulations to Year 9 student Kes Pitchers who took part in 
this years IronKids Lanzarote event. The IRONKIDS Lanzarote is an 
Aquathlon (Run -Swim – Run) for children aged 7-17 years.  

Kes was entered into the 15 
to 17s grouping and was the 
youngest competing in the 
event at aged 14.   

It was Kes’s  first ever sea 
swim and he came 10th out 
of the water and his final 
place in the competition was 
7th.  

Rebecca Bounces to the 
Nationals 
Eight members of the Alchemy Trampoline 
and DMT club —which trains at Nailsea 
School were selected to compete for the 
South West Squad at regionals. 

Year 10 Nailsea School Pupil Rebecca Lees 
was selected to represent the South West 
Squad in both Trampolining and DMT (double 
mini trampoline) at the regional finals which 
were held in Birmingham at the end of May. 

Rebecca won a silver medal for DMT, at the 
regional finals for the South West. She now 
goes forward to the Trampoline and Tumbling 
National NDP Finals at Telford to represent 
herself and Alchemy along with 6 other 
Alchemy members. 

Rebecca trains 10 hours per week with the Club, involving a 
combination of Trampoline, DMT and body conditioning. This is 
the 3rd consecutive year that Rebecca has qualified for the 
Regional Finals, and the National NDP Finals. 

A fabulous achievement— well done Rebecca and good luck ! 
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Year 7 STEM Trip to Tickenham Woods  

by Miss Smith  

Some of our year 7 students have been fortunate enough to be 

involved with a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths) project with the outdoor education project Urban 

Pursuits, and the University of Bristol. In the first of 6 sessions, 

the year 7s went up to Brown Rock Farm woodland to look at 

plants and their adaptations.  

The session has been designed by PhD students at the university 

in collaboration with the Science Department in Nailsea School. 

For the first half of the session students were tasked with going 

around the area and finding 5-10 interesting things in the 

woodland (with a link to adaptation and survival). We had a wide 

range of things brought back by the students; such as looking at 

why some plants have parallel veins whilst others have branched, 

to some bringing back the very sticky goosegrass and asking “why 

and how is it so sticky?” 

This was a fantastic opportunity for our students to be 

independent in deciding what they wanted to learn about, it 

really encouraged them to ask questions about the environment 

around them. 

The second task was looking at trees and trying to observe the 

range of different strengths of their branches. Students collected 

a wide assortment of different branches from the woodland to 

look at the diversity of branch strength. The group then compared 

the samples they had collected, to that of bamboo. They were left 

with the question “why, if bamboo is hollow, is it so much strong 

than the branches in the woodland?”  

Hopefully our year 7s will have found out the answer before we 

go back! 

Further Maths 

On Friday June 10th Mrs Tinkler launched Further Maths lessons 

after school. The uptake this year has been phenomenal with over 

thirty able Year 10 students and one very talented Year 8 student, 

Robbie Altham, opting to participate. 

The Further Maths course is a level 2 qualification that runs 

alongside GCSE Maths. It covers more advanced topics such as 

matrices and transformations, higher order algebra and 

trigonometry and even some calculus. The students will study 

largely independently but must attend one weekly session after 

school on a Friday. We are so thrilled that such a large number of 

students are enthusiastic about Maths and keen to challenge 

themselves. 

Swimming Success 

Year 7 Student Georgia Wright 
entered the Clevedon and Chard 
Open meet last weekend and came 
away with a Gold medal in the 50m 
breast stroke and a bronze medal in 
the 200m breast stroke. She also 
came 4th in the 100m breast stroke.  

Well done Georgia for beating 
personal best times in these races. 
It’s a great achievement. 

 



Maths on Twitter 

The Maths Department is now on Twitter! We 
would encourage all parents and students to follow 
us @NailseaMaths to find out what’s going on, see 
examples of great work, and to be inspired! 

No Hands Up! 

Nailsea School has been trialling a ‘No 

Hands Up’ policy throughout  its classes. 

The idea is that all students are encouraged 

to be  ‘answer-ready’ when the teacher 

questions the class and that all students are 

engaged in class discussions. 

The system is used in other schools and has 

been previously employed in different departments within the 

school.  

The ‘No hands Up’ rule helps to bolster the confidence of 

students who would not necessarily put their hands up to 

answer questions.  It can also be used as a tool to make sure all 

students are alert and focussing on the lesson.  

Nailsea School 

NEWSLETTER 
 

July 2016 | Term  6  

A S P I R E  |  B E L I E V E  |  S U C C E E D  
N a i l s e a  S c h o o l   M i z z y m e a d  Ro a d   N a i l s e a   B S 4 8  2 H N  
01275 852251 | nailseaschool.com | info@nailseaschool.com  

Exam Café 

Thanks to Neil Wylie and his volunteers who organised the exam 

café for students sitting their GCSEs and A levels this term. The 

team served toast, cereals and fruit, making sure that all students 

sitting exams had the opportunity of a good start  to the their day. 

Food Challenge—Food from Around the 
World 
Y8s took part in a Food Challenge set up by the Modern Foreign 
Languages Department (MFL). The students created culinary 
delights from around the world. Staff and students were then 
invited to try the food and offer the chefs feedback. They had to 
complete forms so that MFL could select winners based on 
feedback.  

There were so many different entries, which included macaroons, 
savouries and cheesecakes and some students had rather 
impressively written their menus in three different languages! 
Many of the stalls were decorated and looked as good as the 
food.  



Aspire Day 
Year 5 students from Nailsea and its surrounding area came to Nailsea School for a taste 
of what secondary school life would be like. 

Over 200 pupils spent the day at the school accompanied by their teachers. The children 
aged 9 and above spent “Aspire Day” trialing a variety of subjects through a number of 
especially devised workshops. The workshops included printmaking, clay modelling, 
problem solving and Design Technology, as well as English, Science and Languages. 

The children from schools including Grove Juniors, Kingshill Church, Golden Valley Primary 
and Wraxall Church of England School, were assigned to groups led by current Nailsea 
School pupils, who welcomed the students and answered any questions that they might 

have about life at Nailsea School. Miss Lloyd, Nailsea School Transition Manager who coordinated the event said; “It was really great to 
see so many happy faces enjoying their time at Nailsea School. When the students arrived at 9am some of their faces looked 
apprehensive, but within half an hour they were much more relaxed and by the end of morning break they looked quite at home. These 
events really help to bridge the gap between primary and secondary school”. 

The year 5 students got to use the facilities in the school such as the Science labs and the Design Technology workshops, they were 
even invited to make use of the student café sampling the snacks available at break time. 

Student Hannah, from Golden Valley Primary School said; “I think today has shown me what Nailsea School will be like and that you can 
learn in a fun way”. Director of Learning and Achievement, Mr. Clayton-Jones said; “It’s really important to Nailsea School that students 
feel as confident as possible when they arrive at secondary school and the Aspire day helps us to maintain excellent relationships with 
our local primaries.” 
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Student Voice  - Nailsea School Student Council 
In a new initiative devised by the Student Council, students are given the opportunity to directly voice their opinion.  The questions will 
be put to their year groups through their tutor groups and will take the form of a vote – a ‘for’ and ‘against’ vote with the opportunity 
to abstain should they wish. The results of the questions will be put to the Senior Leadership Team for discussion and a decision on 
what action they are able to take. 

Question YES NO ABSTAIN Response from Senior Leadership Team  
Would you like more choice on 

Citizenship Day with the facility to 

'sign up' to certain sessions during 

the day? 

 64.6 % 18.5 %  16.9% We are looking at what we do on Citizenship Days for next year.  This will include changes to the timing and 
delivery of sex and relationship education. 
There are so many things that we need to put in to the programmes that giving an element of choice may not 
work. This may be discussed next term though with the staff leading this part of the curriculum. 

Do you know who to go to if you 

don't feel safe in school? 

 57.8% 32.3%   9.9% Students are encouraged to speak to either their tutor, Head of House (HOH) or any other member of staff if 
they are feeling unsafe or anxious in school. We also have peer mentors in the Sixth Form who are available at 
break and lunchtime; we have a school counsellor and Assistant Heads of House (Mr Hellier and Mr Morris). Help 
is always available to students who need it. 

Do you think the prices in the 

Canteen generally are fair? 

 17.5% 73.8%  8.7%  We disagree. The prices are very competitive and extremely good value for money. All profits made are put 
straight back into the school, helping to provide resources and support for teaching.  

Would you like more guidance on 

how to revise effectively? 

 58.0%  23.4% 18.6%  Based on feedback from the end of year tests this year, we are developing a programme of study support / 
revision skills for use next year in the weeks building up to the end of year tests. Where this has been used this 
year, it has delivered very strong results. 

Do you feel there are enough 

chairs in the Canteen/Atrium for 

you to sit during lunchtimes? 

 53.1% 41.4%   5.5% There are no plans to buy more chairs or tables as we also need to consider where we store them when not in 
use. 

Are you clear on how many house 

points you have at any time?  Are 

you made aware? 

 48.8% 43.5%  7.7%  Tutors and HoH have the information available very quickly. Students can ask if they are not sure.  

Do you think all year groups 

should have the end of year 

exams? 

 21% 69.5%  9.5%  End of year tests are an important part of our programme to develop study skills, practice for exams and to 
reinforce the importance of study. They are here to stay. 



On 12th July 2016, Nailsea School will be hosting a learning support and mentoring showcase. The 

event runs from 4pm until 6pm and talks will be given by  the Nailsea School SEN co-ordinator at 

4.30pm and repeated at 5.30pm. 

There will be an information point, learning activities, games and a chance to meet the team at 

Nailsea School.  

The event is open to all and will be run as a drop-in session. It will be held in Learning Support which 

can be accessed via the community entrance. Join our Facebook Event page to register an interest or 

email SLloyd@nailseaschool.com for further details. 

Arnos Vale Trip – Year 8 
When we 
arrived we 
were given a 
history tour 
and we 
learnt lots 
about the 
history in 
Bristol and 
about 
famous 
people that 

were buried there. Our favourite thing to learn about was the 
medical history. William Herapath was the first person to solve a 
murder using chemistry and this was one of the first graves that 
we saw. After the tour had finished we were allowed some free 
time to look around and see graves we were interested in. 

After lunch we were taken on a geography tour which took us to 
the highest point on the 45 acres site. There we should have seen 
the river but because the trees had grown so much we could no 
longer see the wonderful view. 

‘I found it very interesting finding out about the history of Bristol.’ 
Lauren Hawkins 

‘It was really enjoyable and quite interesting.’ Harry Watts 

‘It was a tiring day but I thoroughly enjoyed myself.’ Ewan 
Williams 

‘I found it interesting and would like to learn more.’ Shannon 
Ovendon 

We would like to thank the teachers for taking us, it was great! 

By Amy Driscoll & Megan McNaughton 
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WW2 Holocaust  Survivor visits Nailsea School 
The visit from 
Walter and his wife 
Herter Kammerling 
was informative 
and moving. He 
described his 
experiences in 
Austria once Hitler 
had come to power 
in neighbouring 
Germany.  

As a Jew, he had 
always felt 
accepted and the 
Jewish community 
was fully integrated 
into Austrian life. 
This all changed 
when Hitler took 
over Austria, when Walter was just 14. From that moment on, his 
life was in danger. Jews were discriminated against and he 
described having to make himself ‘invisible’ so as not to draw 
attention to himself, even when he could hear shouts and cries 
for help behind him on the street.  

Walter moved to England on the first safe train with the younger 
of his two elder sisters. It was not until many years later, when he 
had two sons of his own, that he found out that his Mother, 
Father and eldest sister had died in Auschwitz, only a couple of 
weeks before it was liberated.  

Walter met his wife, Herter, and married her a day before he 
went off to fight in WW2. 

The assembly was very moving and touching to every one of us. 
We all found it very informative and interesting.  

By Annabelle Hanley and Katherine Dumbell 

Making SENSE - Unravelling Special Educational Needs 



NAILSEA SCHOOL STARS   
Celebrating those that have aimed a little bit higher, believed in going the extra mile and succeeded in reaching their goals. If 

there’s someone you think deserves “Nailsea School Stars” recognition, then please do drop us an email with details to 

fdavies@nailseaschool.com or AWatts2@nailseaschool.com 
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British Physics Olympiad 

On Fri 11th March Joshua Hayler, Charlotte Hogg and Alice 
Vaughan-Williams each took part in the British Physics Olympiad. 
This is a series of very difficult problems which aim to challenge 
the most able year 12 Physics students in the country.  

All three students passed the exam with commendations or 
above. Charlotte achieved a Bronze award and Alice achieved a 
Gold which placed her in the top 5% of candidates in the country 
taking this paper. This is a great achievement and Alice was 
invited to attend a masterclass event at St John’s College in 
Oxford University. 

I’d like to congratulate the students for taking part in this 
challenge in addition to their studies, and I hope they are proud 
of their excellent achievement. 

Mr Griffin 

 Katherine Dumbell, Emily Williams and Sydney Fourie for achieving outstanding levels in their essays on ‘The Tempest’ Excellent 

work from Miss Creswick 

 Praise indeed to Caitlyn Argles , Charlie Parsons, Emma Lovell,  Joe Freear and Connor Marsh for their rousing Sport’s Day 

speeches from Miss Creswick 

 ‘Star status’ to Amy Driscoll, Rose Jones, Harvey Partridge, Meg McNaughton and Jamie Hall for their impressive responses to 

‘Noughts and Crosses’ from Miss Creswick 

 Congratulations to Year 9 student Abby Capern who came 3rd with Distinction for her singing in the Weston Arts Festival. Fabulous 

achievement! 

 Big smiles all round for Annabel Carey who passed her  Grade 4 Modern Dance exam with a distinction. A brilliant 

accomplishment - well done! 

 Year 7 student Chloe Hodder has made the "Maths Wall of Fame" has been recognised as ‘More Able & Talented’ and was 

selected for the latest House Rewards Event (Beach Party). A great start to your time at Nailsea School well done Chloe!  

 Miss Heal would like to congratulate George Allan, Calvin Dear, Blake Johnson, Dan MacGillivray  from her 9F History group. They 

have all make 4 sub levels of progress in History this year. 

 Also ‘star status’ in recognition of Abby Capern, Jess Dowden, Alice Hill, Tomi Morgan and Amy White also in 9F History for their 

continued effort and high quality work this year  - from Miss Heal. 

 Congratulations to our Year 7 cricket team who are now in the Bristol's schools semi final. After a dramatic tie with Monkton Prep 

school, the Year 7 team will play Bristol Grammar School for a place in the final –from Mr Van Grudgings. 

Celebrating Success 
Gilly’s on the Hill has been awarded ‘Small Business Employer of 

the Year’ at the Weston College Business Awards. The award is a 

fantastic acknowledgement of their work with apprentice Chloe 

Hynam, an ex-student of Nailsea school. The event was hosted by 

Weston College’s Principal and Chief Executive Dr Paul Phillips, 

OBE and held at Cadbury House Hotel in Congresbury.  

Chloe Hynam is really enjoying her apprenticeship and the award 

is evidence of her success.  

Well done to Gilly’s and Chloe!  

It’s really great to hear of our local community supporting our 

students and alumni and to hear of the wonderful opportunities 

and progress that they are making.  
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2016-17 Events 
Programme 

The Link is currently planning 
its new course selection for 

next year. We would love to have your feedback and suggestions 
about what you would like to see on offer here either as an 
afterschool club, evening class, weekend activity or as a holiday 
club. This year we have run a range of courses including 
Glassmaking, Italian classes and Novel Writing. Next year we hope 
to offer a new range of craft classes and First Aid. 

http://www.nailseaschool.com

